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Charlotte Lighthouse on a sunny September afternoon. CLAIRE TALBOT 

Advocates for an independent police
accountability board say proposed leg-
islation drafted by the city council is a
significant step, but falls well short of
addressing their concerns about how
citizen complaints are handled.

The proposal, released earlier this
week, would create an independent
agency to investigate misconduct com-
plaints against members of the Roches-
ter Police Department. The 9-person
board would have subpoena power to
compel testimony and the production of
evidence, and recommend disciplinary
action to the police chief.

The Rev. Lewis Stewart, president of
United Christian Leadership Ministry,
said the power to discipline must not re-
main with the police chief, and that the
process shouldn’t take a backseat to the
department’s own internal investiga-
tions.

“The community needs to view the
board (PAB) as not under the thumbs of
the police but having integrity, inde-
pendence and authority,” Stewart said
Thursday morning.

Alex White, a local businessman and

former candidate for Mayor, said that
the detailed processes outlined in the
proposal would make it difficult for a
PAB to meet time limits for disciplinary
action mandated by the police union’s
contract.

“The way the process is set up, it will

greatly impede the ability of the PAB to
meet these deadlines,” White said. “If
they cannot meet these deadlines they
will be unable to effectively do their job.”

White says the board as proposed
would effectively do nothing more than
double check the work of the depart-

ment’s Professional Standard’s Section.
“Without changes [to the proposal],

this will be a worthless board,” White
said.

Stewart also took issue with the way
that the members of the board would be
chosen. The proposal calls for the mayor
to appoint 2 members, city council to
appoint 4, and 3 to be nominated by
community organizations.

But Stewart expressed optimism that
this was an important step towards true
reform on an issue which he has worked
on for nearly four decades.

“We must push for a stronger draft,
but I still see this as hope because before
we didn’t have this,” Stewart said.
“There is hope on the horizon and I see
it, but the community needs to keep
pushing City Council (to be) responsible
to the concerns and needs of the peo-

Police review plan gets mixed reaction
Advocates say board is
good, but inadequate 
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stronger draft, but I still see

this as hope because before

we didn’t have this.”
The Rev. Lewis Stewart
President of United Christian Leadership Ministry

Just
per
aid

$299
FREE SHIPPING!

Better Hearing
delivered for just $299!

The average hearing aid costs about $2400.
Why spend that much when you can buy
one for just $299 and have it delivered
right to you?

We believe hearing aids shouldn’t be so expensive, and

they should be available to everyone. We offer state-of-

the-art hearing technology with advanced features at an

unbeatable price. We don’t sell cheap amplifiers

masquerading as hearing aids.

We sell high quality, digital hearing aids with features

usually only found in high end hearing aids. All backed

by over 50 U.S. patents.

We also think buying hearing aids should be convenient.

Your Hearing in a Box kit is delivered right to you.

Our pre-programmed hearing aids make it easy to

self-select the program that best suits your hearing loss.

Contact us today. We want to change your life!

With our High Definition, 100% Digital
Hearing Aids, you’ll enjoy:
• Receiver-In-Canal Technology for Greater Sound Clarity -
no distortion caused by sound being carried through a tube

• Adaptive Noise Reduction - Eliminates Unwanted
Background Noise by up to 90%

• Four Program Presets with Single Button Control
for Easy Selection

• Kit includes Speaker Tips in Multiple Sizes for a great fit!

Better Hearing delivered to you. Call or order online.
www.hearinginabox.com
(585) 563-9127

Custom Programming Available!
Send us your audiogram and we will customize your aids to your unique needs.


